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A VIEW FROM MY FRONT PORCH
SPRING, 2015
–Tana White, TX
April continues with the showers that began in
March; thus, wild flowers are blankets of color
along the highways.

Wild flowers in my yard are also beginning to bloom - - yellow corydalis, purple prairie
verbena, and daisies

And lady bug beetles.
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My lemon tree perfumes the court yard
with blooms. Humming birds move amongst the
branches. I wonder if the nectar is as sweet as
the scent of the blooms.
	One day Sunka “lost” me. Let me explain
- when I’m at home she always wants to know
where I am and what I’m doing. If she’s napping
when I go outside, she wakes and searches to
find where I am. If I’m in the Morgan building,
she comes inside she comes and curls up on the
sofa or stays on the stoop to sun herself. If I’m
in the garden shed, she occupies the back steps
leading from the screened room. The storage
building out back requires some thought. She
usually sniffs about then, often, finds a spot on
the steps or right inside the door. If I’m in the
meadow she pokes about in the green islands
(there might be a rabbit hiding somewhere) and
eventually returns to the sofa in the house - where I can still be seen.

In any case, one afternoon I took my
lemonade, a Birds N Blooms magazine and my
camera to the bistro set located on the other
side and behind the lemon tree. My intent was
to take photos of birds, and concealment is
good there. After a while I heard the flap-flap of
the dog door and heard her move out onto the
front porch. I called to her, but she went back
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inside and I heard the back dog door. Again, I
called to let her know where I was. (I’ve seriously wondered just how much of her hearing
is actual and how much is selective hearing.)
Flap-flap! She paced all the way to the far end of
the porch, and, then, raising my voice considerably, I advised her of my presence. She looked
in my direction. “Sunka! I’m over here.” I got
the distinct impression she was not amused as
she returned to the sofa.

From a distance I can hear the coo-coo, coo-coo,
coo-coo of a roadrunner’s call. I’ve seen them
along the road, but they’ve not ventured into
my yard this spring. A young mockingbird is
beginning to practice his songs. Hesitant at first,
it’s as if he’s singing under his breath. Within
a week he’s in full-throat, proclaiming what a
wonderful fellow he is. The hummingbirds are
most active early morning and late afternoon.
Strange, not so many finches this year.
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Sunka enjoys the warm, sunny days. At first
she no longer insists that I accompany her. If
I’ve already opened the meadow gate (she
sleeps late these days), she steps out with her
circus-pony gait. She is so beautiful - chestnut
coat with white stockings flashing in the early
morning sun.
Then, one day she came dashing back
to the house from the yard. I’ve no idea what
spooked her, but she reverted again to requiring
that I come out with her. She’ll quickly accompany me, if I venture into the meadow areas,
although I sometimes must wake her to see if
she wants to come.
	In May, as I drove along the road, I was
suddenly surprised -- it looked as if it were winter, as if it had snowed along the road - - big,
white clusters of snow. Not snow, however - the
basket- flowers were in bloom.

Wonderful! A killdeer pair have chosen to
nest near the road in Rob’s front pasture. When
he approached, the bird tried the “broken wing
ploy,” but Rob treaded cautiously until he found
the nest. She scolded, and perhaps cursed him
from a distance, so he returned to his car and
told me about it the next day. She did not attempt the usual broken wing activity, instead,
she approached me scolding vociferously. As
I approached even closer, she fanned her tail,
puffed up as much as she could, and fluttered
her wings so rapidly they were a blur.
	In researching killdeer, I discovered that
the birds lure predators from their nest while
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feigning injury but for large animals such as
horses and cows, they attempt to become as
large as possible with the intent that their nest
not be stepped upon. Evidentially, I am (in her
eyes) the same category as a cow.
	Unfortunately, one morning the nest was
empty and one of the killdeer traveled back and
forth along the road near by. Within days they
disappeared, abandoning the empty nest.
Where ever it was that the finches were,
they are here now - - with fledglings that, at
first, hover over the water feature and cling
to the sides of the bird feeders. Martins, too,
are fledging. They swoop and swoop again and
again in graceful arcs against the sky, and when
too tired to remain aloft, execute a controlled
crash landing. Within days they are as proficient as their parents. A fledgling Yellow-billed
Cuckoo slammed against the sliding glass door.
I checked on him from time to time, and eventually he flew off into the acacia thickets in the
next pasture over. I wonder if what I thought
were roadrunner calls were that of a Yellow
-billed Cuckoo?
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The Pyrrhuloxia came earlier in the spring,
but are absent now. Nesting perhaps? Cardinals still come, but no fledglings as yet. Painted
Buntings arrived, stayed a few days, then disappeared. An oriole seemed to have done the
same. But, no, he’s appeared again a few days
ago. Perhaps they are nesting near by this year
as they once did years ago.
Couldn’t resist - these are just cute.
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Last Wednesday I looked outside to find Sunka We made a trip to the vet to see if she might
circling again and again continuously. When I have ear problems that could have caused it,
but there was no problem with her ears. I
didn’t think there would be, but it was worth a
chance, just in case. Today it’s as if it had never
happened. May that be so…
Things seem normal again. I am still her
security when she goes into the meadow - - or
else she doesn’t go. I keep to her habitual trails:
she walks the fence, always stops and looks beyond the drive gate…the grass is always greener
on the other side. We usually take one more
trail past the Texas persimmon island, the trees’
island, and thence to the yard.
Today she chose to sun in the court yard,
went to her, she stopped, but staggered, and,
on uncertain feet, I got her into the house. first inside the open gate, and then she relaxed
*Sigh. Another symptom of old age: Vestibular with absolute complete abandon closer to the
Syndrome. The next day she was better, her tail house.
was half-curled, but she moved very carefully.
The following afternoon it was as if it had never
Some days are most excellent.
happened.
			

e

DOG FOOD RECALLS:
May 15, 2015 — OC Raw Dog Food of Rancho
Santa Margarita, CA, has announced it is voluntarily recalling 2055 pounds of Turkey and
Produce Raw Frozen Canine product because
it has the potential to be contaminated with
Salmonella. <http://www.dogfoodadvisor.
com/dog-food-recall/oc-raw-dog-food-recall-2015/>:

NEW 2015 FANCONI PROTOCOL

The new 2015 Gonto Fanconi Protocol for
Veterinarians was introduded at the BRAT
convention the first week in June of 2015.
The Protocol stresses the usefulness
of the HCO3 reading on a venous blood gas,
which should be 20-22, regardless of whether
or not the dog is spilling glucose in the urine.
This reading has allowed very much earlier
detection of oncoming Fanconi Syndrome and
better, earlier treatment.
Copies of the Protocol may be found on
our Basenji Companions’ web site :
<http://www.basenjicompanions.org/>
On the pull-down menu at the upper right,
click on “select category” - and then “Fanconi
Syndrome”
The actual protocol URL on our web site
for the .pdf of the 2015 Protocol is:
<https://basenjicompanions.files.wordpress.
com/2015/06/fanconi-protocol-2015.pdf>
The Protocol is also availble on the
BCOA and BRAT web sites.
PLEASE copy this Protocol and get it
into the hands of all of your veterinarians,
whether or not you have a Fanconi-afflicted
dog. You may be saving the life of someone
else’s dog!
		

Blanton furbabies REALLY comfortable! (Ann
Blanton, SC)
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CHOCOLATE TOXICITY (Sent by Tana White, TX)

<http://kbunkvet.com/emergency-care/chocolate-toxicity-calculator.html> an interactive “chart.” Also:
<http://www.mobilevetrockford.com/chocolate-toxicity.pml> (see excerpt below)
Milk Chocolate (60 - 66 mg/oz or 2.12 - 2.33 mg/gram of methylxanthines)
Weight			
5 lbs 2.27 kg		
10 lbs 4.5 kg		
20 lbs 9.1 kg		
30 lbs 13.6 kg		
40 lbs 18.2 kg		
50 lbs 22.7 kg		
60 lbs 27.3 kg		
70 lbs 31.8 kg		
80 lbs 36.4 kg		

Mild Reaction		
0.75 oz 21.26 gm
1.5 oz
42.53 gm
3.0 oz
85.05 gm
4.5 oz 127.58 gm
6.0 oz 170.10 gm
7.5 oz
12.63 gm
9.0 oz 255.15 gm
10.5 oz 297.68 gm
12.0 oz 340.20 gm

Moderate to Severe Reaction
1.5 oz 42.53 gm
3.0 oz 85.05 gm
6.0 oz 170.10 gm
9.0 oz 255.15 gm
12.0 oz 340.20 gm
15.0 oz 425.25 gm
18.0 oz 510.30 gm
21.0 oz 595.35 gm
24.0 oz 680.40 gm

Semi Sweet Chocolate (150 mg/oz or 5.29 mg/gram of methylxanthines)
Weight 		
5 lbs 2.27 kg		
10 lbs 4.5 kg		
20 lbs 9.1 kg		
30 lbs 13.6 kg		
40 lbs 18.2 kg		
50 lbs 22.7 kg		
60 lbs 27.3 kg		
70 lbs 31.8 kg		
80 lbs 36.4 kg		

Mild Reaction		
0.3 oz 8.51 gm
0.6 oz 17.01 gm
1.2 oz 34.02 gm
1.9 oz 53.87 gm
2.1 oz 59.54 gm
2.5 oz 70.88 gm
3.8 oz 107.73 gm
4.2 oz 119.07 gm
4.8 oz 136.08 gm

Moderate to Severe Reaction
0.6 oz 17.01 gm
1.2 oz 34.02 gm
2.4 oz 68.04 gm
3.6 oz 102.06 gm
4.2 oz 119.07 gm
5.0 oz 141.75 gm
7.6 oz 215.46 gm
8.5 oz 240.98 gm
9.6 oz 272.16 gm

Baking Chocolate (~450 mg/oz or 15.87 mg/gm of methylxanthines)
Weight			
Mild Reaction		
Moderate to Severe Reaction
5 lbs 2.27 kg		
0.1 oz 2.84 gm
0.2 oz 5.67 gm
10 lbs 4.5 kg		
0.2 oz 5.67 gm
0.4 oz 11.34 gm
20 lbs 9.1 kg		
0.4 oz 11.34 gm
0.8 oz 22.68 gm
30 lbs 13.6 kg		
0.6 oz 17.01 gm
1.2 oz 34.05 gm
40 lbs 18.2 kg
0.8 oz 22.68 gm
1.6 oz 45.36 gm
50 lbs 22.7 kg		
1.0 oz 28.35 gm
2.0 oz 56.70 gm
60 lbs 27.3 kg		
1.2 oz 34.05 gm
2.4 oz 68.04 gm
70 lbs 31.8 kg		
1.4 oz 39.69 gm
2.8 oz 79.38 gm
80 lbs 36.4 kg		
1.6 oz 45.36 gm
3.2 oz 90.72 gm
NOTES:
* Mild reactions may be seen at ~ 20 mg/kg
* Moderate to severe reactions may be seen at doses over 40 mg/kg
* Cardiotoxicity may be seen at ~ 50 mg/kg
* Seizures are possible at doses over 60 mg/kg
* Any dose over 40 - 45 mg/kg should be considered potentially life-threatening
* 100 mg/kg is the LD50, meaning that at this dose half of the animals will die; animals can die from exposures
well below the LD50
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TWENTY-FOUR POISONOUS
PLANTS FOR DOGS AND cATS
(Care2/com web site)

Aloe vera
Great for burns, toxic to cats and dogs. Who
knew? If you keep an aloe plant on hand for
burns, make sure to keep it out of reach for
your pets.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, depression, diarrhea,
anorexia, tremors, change in urine color.
Amaryllis
Pretty, common as a garden ornamental, and
a very popular potted bulb for the holidays…
and toxic to both cats and dogs. Be careful
with the bulbs, they contain the most toxins.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, depression, diarrhea,
abdominal pain, hypersalivation, anorexia,
tremors.
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Begonia
This popular garden and container plant is
toxic to both dogs and cats. The tubers are the
most toxic part.
• Symptoms: Oral irritation, intense burning
and irritation of mouth, tongue and lips, excessive drooling, vomiting, difficulty swallowing.
Carnations
The carnation isn’t the most poisonous of
the bunch, but it’s ubiquity in floral arrangements makes it one to keep your eye out for.
• Symptoms: Mild gastrointestinal signs, mild
dermatitis.

Azalea/Rhodedendron
Not only toxic to cats and dogs, this popular
garden staple is also dangerous for horses,
goats and sheep–and ingestion of just a few
leaves can cause serious problems.
• Symptoms: Acute digestive upset, excessive drooling, loss of appetite, frequent bowel
movements/diarrhea, colic, depression, weakness, loss of coordination, stupor, leg paralysis, weak heart rate and recumbency for 2 or
more days; at this point, improvement may
be seen or the animal may become comatose
and die.
Baby’s Breath
This sweet filler of many a floral arrangement seems innocent enough, but not so
innocuous when it comes to your pet’s digestion.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea.

Bandit (janet Rotante, MA)
Castor Bean
Not in everyone’s garden or bouquet, but castor bean plant is a popular landscaping plant
used in many parks and public spaces. Watch
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out for it on those dog walks.
• Symptoms: abdominal pain, drooling, vomiting, diarrhea, excessive thirst, weakness and
loss of appetite. Severe cases of poisoning can
result in dehydration, muscle twitching, tremors, seizures, coma and death.
Chrysanthemum
The smell of chrysanthemum is enough to
keep me away, but dogs and cats may still be
drawn to it. It’s not likely to cause death, but
it is a popular plant and can cause quite a bit
of discomfort. In certain cases, depression
and loss of coordination may also develop if
enough of any part of the plant is consumed.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, hypersalivation, dermatitis.

most toxic to dogs and cats it may not present
much of a problem, but still…
• Symptoms: Salivation, vomiting, drooling,
lethargy, diarrhea.
Hosta
If you have shade in your yard, I’m guessing you have a host of hostas. Am I right? I’ve
seen many hostas unbothered by dogs and
cats, but the plant is toxic to both–so make
sure your pet doesn’t have a taste for them.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, diarrhea, depression.

Cyclamen
These pretty flowers are popular in the garden and in pots–and they are toxic to both
cats and dogs. The highest concentration of
the toxic component is typically located in the
root portion of the plant.				
• Symptoms: gastrointestinal irritation, including intense vomiting. Fatalities have also
been reported in some cases.
Daffodil
Most people aren’t going to let their pet
chow down on pretty daffodils, but who
knows what may happen when you turn your
back. These harbingers of spring are toxic to
cats and dogs; the bulbs being the most toxic
part.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, salvation, diarrhea;
large ingestions cause convulsions, low blood
pressure, tremors and cardiac arrhythmias.
Gladiola
Although gladiolus are great in the garden,
they are more popularly used in floral arrangements–since it is the corm (bulb) that is
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Joe Leveillee & Jean Haig, MA
with Dell and Bolt (REVELS)
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Ivy (California Ivy, Branching Ivy,
Glacier Ivy, Needlepoint Ivy, Sweetheart Ivy, English Ivy)
I really can’t see a dog or cat approaching a
wall of ivy and begin munching away, but then
again, some of the things I have heard about
pets eating have really surprised me, so…be
warned. Ivy foliage is more toxic than its berries.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, abdominal pain, hypersalivation, diarrhea.
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Milkweed
For the sake of the monarchs I really hope
you will plant milkweed in your garden, but…
dangit, it’s quite toxic to dogs and cats.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, profound depression,
weakness, anorexia, and diarrhea are common; may be followed by seizures, difficulty
breathing, rapid, weak pulse, dilated pupils,
kidney or liver failure, coma, respiratory paralysis and death.

Morning Glory
It somehow doesn’t surprise me that morning
Lilies
So lovely, so fragrant, so dangerous to kitties! glory can cause hallucinations–and although
cats on catnip are cute, cats and dogs experiMembers of the Lilium family are considered
encing rubber reality? Not so much.
to be highly toxic to cats, even when very
small portions are ingested. Many types of lily • Symptoms: Gastrointestinal upset, agita(Tiger, Asian, Japanese Show, Easter, Stargazer, tion, tremors, disorientation, ataxia, anorexia,
hallucinations.
Casa Blanca) can cause kidney failure in cats.
Curiously, lilies are not toxic to dogs.
Oleander
• Symptoms: Kidney failure.
Being a native of southern California, I’ve
known forever that oleander is pretty, and
poisonous–but I never knew how severely it
could affect cats, dogs, and even horses. All
parts contain a highly toxic cardiac glycoside
(much like digitoxin) and can cause a number
of problems.
• Symptoms: Colic, diarrhea (possibly
bloody), sweating, incoordination, shallow/difficult breathing, muscle tremors, recumbency,
and possibly death from cardiac failure.

Jane Johnson (MA) & Izzy-Bella
at the REVELS

Poinsettia
“Beware the poinsettia,” pet-owners have
been told ad nauseam. But guess what, they
are totally over-rated in toxicity! The ubiquitous holiday decoration may cause discomfort, but not the alarming panic that has been
described.
• Symptoms: Irritating to the mouth and
stomach, sometimes causing mild vomiting.

Basenji Companions
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Kinein (Pat Weber, Canada)

Pothos
Not the most toxic plant on the list, but it’s
such a popular houseplant that is should be
noted that cats and dogs can both have adverse reactions to chewing or ingesting it.
• Symptoms: Oral irritation, intense burning
and irritation of mouth, tongue and lips, excessive drooling, vomiting, difficulty swallowing.
Sago Palm
If you live in a temperate region, chances are
that you have sago palms around. They are a
very popular landscaping plant, and also do
double duty as a popular bonsai choice. They
are apparently very tasty to animals, and unfortunately highly toxic–all parts are poisonous, but especially the seeds.
• Symptoms: Vomiting, melena, icterus,
increased thirst, hemorrhagic gastroenteritis,

bruising, coagulopathy, liver damage, liver
failure, death.
Tomato Plant
Is there anything better than the smell of tomato plants on your hands after you’ve picked
fresh tomatoes? Not so for your dog or cat.
Although tomato plants probably won’t prove
lethal for your pet, they can provide a good
dose of discomfort.
• Symptoms: Hypersalivation, inappetence,
severe gastrointestinal upset, diarrhea, drowsiness, CNS depression, confusion, behavioral
change, weakness, dilated pupils, slow heart
rate.
Tulip/Narcissus
It’s the bulb of the tulip and narcissus plants
that have the highest concentration of toxins.
This means: if you have a dog that digs, be
cautious. Or, if you are forcing bulbs indoors,
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make sure they they are out of reach.
• Symptoms: Intense gastrointestinal irritation, drooling, loss of appetite, depression of
the central nervous system, convulsions and
cardiac abnormalities.
Yew
The bark and leaves of this very popular
evergreen provided the basis for the cancertreatment drug, paclitaxel–but general ingestion of any part of the tree (except the flesh of
the berry) can be very dangerous to animals.
Horses have an especially low tolerance to
yew.
• Symptoms: Central nervous system effects
such as trembling, incoordination, and difficulty breathing. It can also cause significant
gastrointestinal irritation and cardiac failure,
which can result in death.

Scene at April 15, 2015
REVELS, Nashua, NH
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GOOD BOOK FOR BLIND DOGS

—Marvel Otto, TX
Through A Dark Silence, Loving and Living
with Your Blind and Deaf Dog by Debbie
Bauer.
In her “Welcome!” chapter she writes: Dogs
that are losing their sight and hearing due to
age or progressive conditions have already
learned to rely on those senses (their other
senses) to gather information about their
surroundings. It may be scary for them to begin to lose that information. They may need
more careful handling and care as they learn
to rely more on their other senses and trust
that new input.
	If possible, introduce the tools and suggestions in this book while your dog still has
some vision and hearing left, so she will learn
to rely on new ways of obtaining information….”
P.S. Marvel Otto is a marvelous resource for
deaf dogs: <deafdogsx2@aol.com>

Basenji Companions
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Buddy & Sweetie (Betsy Polglase, MA)
At the vet’s
TURMERIC - GOOD FOR DOGS
(AND PEOPLE)
—Betsy Polglase

According to my very excellent book HEALING SPICES by Bharat B. Aghgarwal, PhD and
Debora Yost:
“Turmeric owes its preventative and curative skills to its active ingredient: curcumin,
a compound so diverse and potentially rich
in anti-oxidant and inti-inflammatory actions
that it has been shown to protect virtually
every organ in the body. To date, thousands
of animal and human studies from around the
world have found that curcumin can combat
more than 70 maladies, including some of the
biggest health threats, such as cancer, heart
disease, type 2 diabetes, and Alzheimer’s Dis-

ease. And the list just keeps on growing.”
There is a whole 10-page chapter on Turmeric, including tips , and detailing a lot of the
research that has been done. I use it on my
eggs in the morning. (Apparently you can use
it as a paste on skin cancers… among many
other things.)
Here’s an interesting article I read about the
positive use of turmeric with dogs - especially
older dogs:
http://www.dogsnaturallymagazine.com/
turmeric-dogs/
			

e
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~~ ZIGGY (Donna Kaufman)
...at it again. I have been trying to keep a rose
bush -- really a lovely one -- alive through the
last two brutal winters. Thought I had lost it
this time but suddenly !! A Miracle!! It had
green shoots sprouting!!
	Imagine my horror when I looked out
the back door to find Ziggy, teeth clamped
firmly around the trunk of the rose bush,
backing up and slowly jerking it out of the
ground!!!
Comments: “I’m a “lumberjerk” & I’m
OK.... “ ;>) ;>) —George Meyers, RI (I’m sorry.
I just couldn’t stop myself.)
Ziggy from the Urban Dictionary: Ziggy
is a name for people that are amazing. Ziggies also talk to much. Ziggies tend to be abnormally strange. Some Ziggies are really cool
though. “Ziggy is so weird, but he’s totally my
best friend.” (—Marlene Gowan, CA)
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~~ BUDDY (Betsy Polglase) Yesterday morning Buddy pulled my prized 16-oz. green coffee cup off the table. He wanted the napkin
that was under it and pulled the whole thing
(FULL OF COFFEE!) over onto the floor. Luckily, the cup didn’t break, but the two of them
had a marvelous time licking up the half/halfflavored coffee. 					
I figured I’d have two “wired” Basenjis with the coffee in them, but they came
through just fine. I love my dogs, I love my
dogs….
~~ LUCKY (Rainbow, Betsy Polglase) once
downed a whole pound of butter and merely
burped.

~~ SHEBA (Rainbow, Betsy Polglase) Sheba
was my first Basenji,. When was only 8 weeks
old, she was a lovable, little terror. She was
born in August, and someone had given us a
pound of choice macadamia nuts for Christmas. Being a “newbie” to Basenjis and not
thinking, I put the package down on the floor
under the tree with the rest of the Christmas presents. That night she ripped open
the package and ate the WHOLE THING. She
looked like a little sausage.
She seemed in some distress, so I
got the vet I had at the time up at 1 AM to
ask what to do. She gave me the equivalent
of “take two aspirin and call me in the morn~~ ZIGGY (again): I cannot even print what my
ing.” We cuddled her all night, and the followhusband calls weasel Ziggy!! After weeks of
ing morning, she repeatedly pooped out solid
monitoring loose in our bedroom with no ill
poops of Macadamia nuts. Unbelievably, no
effects other than a box of Kleenex, this afterrepercussions.
noon Zig was at it again chewing a 200 dollar
Tempurerdic pillow....cost means nothing to
~~ When Goldie (Rainbow, Betsy Polglase)
Zig!! Little sh@#$%^ !!!.
was pregnant, I had a bunch of guests over
and set the table in the living room. I made
some fancy cornucopias with deli meat
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wrapped around carrot/raisin salad and put
them all on a tray and put them on a table in
the living room. (You’re way ahead of me….
Goldie scoffed several of them off the plate
with a pleading look that said, “But….they’re
for the babies!!”)
~~ ZORRO, SOPHI (Rainbow) and NALA: My
Zorro, who was a gentleman, and Goldie’s
sister, was a master food swiper. He once
grabbed a whole fried smelt off the serving
plate while my back was turned and was busy
swallowing it whole until I grabbed onto its
tail and pulled it intact out of his mouth. He
also got into a pound of gourmet decaf coffee
which was gift-wrapped and under the Christmas tree. No visible side effects from that
one, maybe because it was decaf.
	On the contrary, my holy terror Sophie
would never scoff anything off the table.
Maybe because she was so sure we were going to offer her a bit of whatever there was. I
could put a hunk of cheese under her nose,
and she’d sit politely and wait for “her” share.
She wasn’t above stealing a roll out of Don
Polglase’s hand, though.
Nala puts her head on our leg and gives
us that pitiful begging look. She will also take
something out of my hand while I’m trying
to eat it, and pushes her nose into our salads while I am dishing them out in the car.
She likes the grilled chicken that comes with
them.—Judy Sullivan, Forever “Ma” to Nala
and Rainbow Zorro and Sophie
~~ bree (George Myers, RI)
Bree opens entry doors if there’s a crack to
get her fingers into. She’s very proud of herself when she performs this little task. She
will also open the Sliding GD to the deck if it’s
important enough for her to bother (like our
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next door neighbor walking by with her dog
Sal* or a dog in the back field (rare) ). This requires a lot of sideways scratching to get that
crack for her fingers to get into. From there on
it’s easy.
	I made her a swinging doggy door in the
sliding screen so she’s in and out a hundred
times a day in the warm weather. I learned
right away in the Spring of 2008 that the
screen WOULD come down soon if I didn’t
invent a way for her to come and go as SHE
decided.

(Sent by Donna Kaufman, NJ)

			

e
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BASENJI WINE GLASS
(sent by Marvel Otto, TX)
Very pretty! Can obtain from Amazon.com:
<Lhttp://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00
KKPWBCK?redirect=true&ref_=s9_cartx_co_
d99_g79_i2>

BASENJI SIGHTINGS
(from Ann Blanton, SC)

April-June, 2015

I manned the Mid-Atlantic Basenji Club booth
at my local kennel club’s “All About Dogs Day”
outside at the Sinking Springs, PA, Fire Company.
The Basenjis had a blast and got along
with each other and the other dogs just fine.
Pilot lay on top of a show table most of the
day lapping up attention from everyone who
stopped by. Archie and Grant stood out in
front of the booth with Mark and meeted and
greeted when they all weren’t resting.
Grant was so funny playiing with a
young Cairn Terrier at the booth next to us.
Everyone exclaimed how much he played like
a cat. It was a cool summer day in the mid70’s, thankfully. 					
We were able to educate many people
on the breed and actually tied for runner-up
for most informative breed booth which was a
nice surprise. —LeeBeth Cranmer, PA

The Little Dog Brewery (they have a Basenji on OZZIE WINS 3RD PLACE IN NOVICE A
their products!):
OBEDIENCE
<http://www.welovelifehere.com/spotlightWell this morning at the Tallahassee Dog Obeon--now.html#.VYv3WcEtZfY.aolmail>
dience Trial, Ozzie totally bombed in rally adDoggie diapers in the Whatever Works catavanced but then went directly into the Novice
log: <http://www.whateverworks.com/itemObedience A ring without even going to the
dy00.aspx?ID=4,326&T1=D12444+AVC+XS>a
walk through and he qualified and got third!
Comment: Raisin, the basenji in the Whatever
Works catalog, has been a model for a number
of years. She is also an accomplished “show
girl” and belongs to Melody Henkel, a BRAT
volunteer in Massachusetts. You may have
seen Raisin in the catalog “In the Company of
Dogs”. —Roberta Kosek
BASENJIS EDUCATE ABOUT THE BREED
6/20/15, Yesterday, Mark Baime and his two
Basenjis Archie and Grant along with Pilot and

April-June, 2015
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REVELS’ RECIPES
— ANN WILSON
“B.B.B.” - BACON, BROWN SUGAR
AND BUTTER BLONDIES
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter
1-1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 cup packed light brown sugar
1 egg
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 tbps. canola oil
2.5 oz. real bacon bits (fully cooked)
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees
2. Butter and flour an 8-inch square pan
3. Melt butter, stirring constantly, until it turns
a nutty brown. When it foams and is golden
brown, turn off and set aside for 5 to 10 minutes
4. Whisk together flour and baking powder
5. Beat together butter, canola oil and sugar
until well-mixed. Add egg and vanilla. Reduce
mixer to low and slowly add flour until just
mixed.
6. Fold in bacon bits and the chocolate chips.
7. Spread batter into prepared pan
8. Bake 22-25 minutes. Let cool and cut into
squares.

(Sent by Donna Kaufman, NJ)

CRANBERRY-ORANGE BROWNIES
1 dark chocolate bownie mix (I prefer Duncan
Hines)
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Prepare mix according to directions, but use
3 eggs and the zest of one large orange. Combine with one 5-oz. package of dried cranberries.
Bake in sprayed 7” x 11” pan for 32 minutes.
Cool; cut; enjoy!
				

e
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MEMBER NEWS
The Basenjis thank you:
Ann Calhoun (REVELS’ donations)

April-June, 2015

Jean Haig and Joe Leveillee (Delli, Bolt)
Laura Whitney (Sana, Tango)
Janet Rotante (AJ)
Roberta Kosek
Kelly Olander and Elizabeth (Ruby)
Janet Merrill (Versace)

NOTES ABOUT OUR WEB SITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE:
GOOD THOUGHTS:
—Wayne Curtis, moderator of both:
• Marvel Otto had a nasty infection
We began the revamped website:
• LeeBeth Cranmer’s Pilot has been having probably
<http://www.basenjicompanions.org> in
kidney problems.
2012, and it received 1,683 page views from
the date it went live until the end of that year.
	In full calendar year 2013, it received
7,883 page views.
	In 2014, it received 9,230 page views.
Wayne reports that as of 7/24/15, the
new website has had over 25,000 views from
110 countries around the world, and he says
that we certainly seem to be doing a good job
of helping the furry ones around the world
have more educated owners!
The Facebook group is now up to 1,145
members and growing daily!
	I’d say that’s a pretty successful internet
strategy, for a small, all volunteer group.
Comment: You bet, Wayne - thank you so
much for all your good work on both of these
on our behalf!!!! Betsy
FOLKS AT THE 4/15/15 REVELS
4/25/15 REVELS (17 folks who signed in (some
forgot to sign in so we may have missed them
on this list); 16 Basenjis)
Ann and Allen Wilson (Blue and Kanzi)
Bill and Kane Johnson (Izzy)
Barbara and Dennis Narehood (Stari, Zuri)
Rhonda Peckham (Dodge, Misty)
Mark & Karen Stotka (Sammy Jo, Bruce)

Trypp accidental “selfie”
Marvel Otto (TX)

e
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Remembering...
DASA
(Avongara Adasa by Breka)
11/22/99 – 7/13/15
— adored by Peggy Pick and Eric
Sutton, Maryville, IL
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21

ANN CALHOUN, Los Ossos, CA

Longtime Basenji Companions’ member and
supporter, Ann Calhoun died July 9, 2015 after
a brave battle with pancreatic cancer.

My sweet-tempered, agreeable little angel of
a Basenji is a now a Basenji angel.
Eric, Ivan, and I are heartbroken.

	I remember Ann as a smart, interesting
writer and owner/breeder/rescuer of Basenjis. I especially remember that she used to
keep her eight Basenjis from ruining her furniture by using washable furniture covers that
reflected all of the seasons, along with appropriate other seasonal decorations.
Ann wrote newspaper columns and
the Cannon’s Cannon blog for many years in
the Bay Area of California, sometimes ruffling
feathers with her insightful outspokenness.
She was alway good to us at Basenji Companions, many times mailing boxes of Basenji
items for our Basenji raffle.
Near the end, she cleaned out her
house and sent five or six large boxes of items
to us, including a rare, orignal, numbered,
beautifully framed Movie “lobby card” advertising the movie, “Goodbye my Lady,” which
she stressed should go to a worthy Basenji
person.
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The Basenji Companions’ Board decided
to award this framed lobby card in her name
to Dr. Steve Gonto of Savannah Georgia, one
of our honorary Basenji Companins’ members.
Dr. Gonto, besides being the “Fanconi
Guru,” nearly singlehandedly spearheaded the
campaign to take the retrired and forgotten
movie “Goodbye My Lady” off the shelf and
convert it to first VHS, and later to DVD so that
all of us Basenji folks could see it.
	He said he is thrilled that we thought of
him and will hang the framed lobby card with
his display of the movie in its various forms
that he has in his home.

April-June, 2015

MORE REMEMBRANCES OF VICI
(Ann Blanton, SC)

(Buddy and Sweetie checking out the framed
lobby card)

MISTY (Rhonda Peckham)
AKC Misty’s Velvet Illusion
“All good dogs go to heaven”
We’ll miss you “Pup-a-gubs-lee”

...crossed The Bridge 6/29/15. She was only
11 1/2. Liver issues; probably cancer. Happened all too quickly.
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Board member, rosettes
Rhoda Peckham,
Windham, NH
rpeckham@windhamsd.org

advisors to board
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2015
New web site:

<http://www.basenjicompanions.org/> Wayne Curtis,
Designer and Webmaster,
Baltimore, MD
Waynecurt@aol.com
Facebook page,
Wayne Curtis, designer,
moderator
Baltimore, MD
http://www.facebook.com/group.
hp?gid=314045656358&v=info
Members-only e-mail list:

basenji-owner@yahoogroups.com

officers & BOARD

President
Betsy Polglase,
Tewksbury, MA
bpolglase@verizon.net
Vice President
Laura Whitney,
Arlington, MA
BCOMVP@yahoo.com
Bill Whitney,
Arlington, MA
(781) 643-5497
Bill.Whitney@comcast.net
Treasurer
Janet Rotante,
Medford, MA
morticiajr@comcast.net

Board member, Revels
Roberta Kosek,
Windham, NH
RLKosek2@aol.com

Bookkeeper
Barbara Kunze,
Billings, Montana
bkbasenji@hotmail.com

Webmaster & Facebook page
Wayne Curtis
Baltimore, Maryland
waynecurt@aol.com

committees

Caring: Marvel Otto,
deafdogsx2@aol.com
Alternates:
Donna Kaufman,
Donnagkaufman@verizon.net
Laura Whitney
Arlington, MA
BCOMVP@yahoo.com
Membership: 		
LeeBeth Cranmer
Reading, PA
lbcranmer@juno.com
List Moderator/Administrator:
Ann Blanton
anns2step@aol.com
Alternate Laura Whitney
Arllington, MA
BCOMVP@yahoo.com
E-List founder: Betsy Polglase
Tewksbury, Ma
bpolglase@verizon.net
Requests to join B-COM list
Laura Whitney
Arlington, MA
BCOMVP@yahoo.com
Requests for profile:
Ann Blanton:
Charleston, SC
anns2step@aol.com
Reset bouncing: Pat Weber
NW Territory, Canada
patweber@theedge.ca
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List Reminders Anita Archer
Tucson, AZ
Anitafurtner@hotmail.com

Coffee
Tom & Linda Maw
Rockland, MA
BasenjiTruman@aol.com

New monthly Yahoogroups
photos Marti Wright
senjimom02@yahoo.com

Announcer/hostess/
post-Revels write-up
Laura Whitney
Arlington, MA
Laura_whitney@harvard.edu

newsletter staff

Editor, Betsy Polglase
Tewksbury, MA
bpolglase@verizon.net

		

Guest editors for 2015:

		

Jan-Mar - Betsy Polglase
April-June - Betsy Polglase
July-Sept - Anita Furtner 		
Archer
Oct-Dec - LeeBeth Cranmer
Book Banter/articles:
Jean Skaggs
Portland, OR

gr8skaggs@outlook.com

REVELS
Liaisons to REVELS’ facilities
Roberta Kosek
Windham, NH
RLKosek2@aol.com
Janet Rotante, alternate
Medford, MA
morticiajr@comcast.net
Decorations, Revels’
committee
Roberta Kosek
RLKosek2@aol.com
Rhonda Peckham
rpeckham@windhamsd.org
Rosettes
Rhonda & Shelby Peckham
Windham, NH
rpeckham@att.net
Supplies
Janet Rotante,
jrotante@comcast.net
Roberta Kosek
RLKosek2@aol.com
Rhonda & Shelby Peckham
rpeckham@att.net
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